
Don Kett - Candidate for Regional Council


Tell us your personal interests:

1) How have the arts been a part of your life?

 

Sorry that you couldn't post my presentations I had promoting the arts so if anyone 
needs a copy they could contact me at don@donkett.com

 

2) Can you please describe the ways in which you personally are currently involved in 
or are a supporter of the arts and culture in our community?

Two of my projects are Scugog Summer Jam in which I made the business plan and 
the sponsorship package and The Old Mill Marketplace. I compiled and made 
numerous presentations of The Old Mill Marketplace proposal and fundraiser package 
with the ability to raise over $2,500,000.00 for demolishing the front part of the Old Mill 
and replacing it with a town square to be used on the weekends for  the farmers 
market and the interior for artisan shops. Also in this proposal would be to create a 
sculptor walk similar to the one in Castlegar, British Columbia.

 

3) What, if any, future involvement are you interested in?

Continuing with my proposals.

 

Tell us what you plan to do as a member of Council in the coming term:

Continuing with my proposals and assisting with a project of internet awareness

 

5) How do you see your role on Council being of help to arts organizations such as our 
theatre companies, artist associations and tours, writing clubs and the Scugog Council 
for the Arts?

Continue the Summer Jam project.

 

Tell us your vision for arts and culture in Scugog:

6) Assuming that you think arts and culture are important to the quality of life of our 
citizens and visitors, can you tell us how you think our municipal government might do 
things differently, better or in a special way to support and promote the arts in Scugog?

Councillors could support my proposals on Scugog Summer Jam and The Old Mill 
Marketplace that are both revenue generating and at no cost to the taxpayer.

 

7) There is no mention of arts or culture in the Township’s current strategic plan. In the 
department plan for Recreation there is a mention of specific assets such as the 
Scugog Shores Museum, Town Hall 1873 and the Kent Farndale Gallery but nothing 
about supporting arts or culture programming, organizations or any other spaces. Most 
references in the plan are around the historical aspects of culture rather than anything 
contemporary. What vision do you have for our government’s help in the development 
of an arts community?

Small steps at a time and by using my proposals and presentations on Scugog 
Summer Jam and The Old Mill Marketplace there will be no impact on the taxpayer 
which is my foremost goal.


mailto:don@donkett.com


 

 

8) Can you tell us your beliefs about any financial benefits or impact the arts have on 
our community?

 

In my presentation of Scugog Summer Jam I researched the benefits of having a music 
festival and gave some targets;

Music Festival 2017, is intended to be the first of many annual presentations. However, 
the first festival will be delivered on a smaller scale than the demand might 
presuppose. The reasons:

•          to learn from the experience;

•          to minimize financial risks;

•          to use acquired knowledge

•          to position the festival as a candidate for artistic and cultural monies from 

government, institutional and nonprofit organizations,

•          to allow more lead time to source sponsorship money and in-kind resources

•          to better understand the demographics and interests of the festival public to 

create demand and interest for future festivals.

 

•           OVERVIEW

 

•          The music festival’s proceeds will be dedicated to the growth and development 

of Scugogs youth. Operating in Scugog we will support educational programming 
for youth, career support for local artists, concerts and an annual festival involving 
national and internationally known acts. In 2017, the music festival is  planning a 
process that will confirm key elements for our long-term strategic outlook. The 
support and promotion of local artists is important we also believe in supporting 
local businesses, cultural functions and service organizations.


Tell us your vision for The Mill:

9) Do you believe that the Mill on our waterfront is important to our cultural heritage 
and should be developed in conjunction with those in our community who have arts 
and culture interests?

I compiled and made numerous presentations of The Old Mill Marketplace proposal 
and fundraiser package with the ability to raise over $2,500,000.00 for demolishing the 
front part of the Old Mill and replacing it with a town square to be used on the 
weekends for  the farmers market and the interior for artisan shops. Also in this 
proposal would be to create a sculptor walk similar to the one in Castlegar, British 
Columbia.

 

10) If so, describe a viable vision:

I have compiled a fourteen page presentation that interested people will be able to 
access by inquiring on my web site ( www.donkett.com ).

 

 

 

 

http://www.donkett.com/

