
Marc Gibbons - Candidate for Regional Councillor  

Tell us your personal interests: 
1.        How have the arts been a part of your life? 
  
The arts, particularly music, have been an integral part of my life since a very young age. I 
learned to play the piano around the age of 4 and picked up the oboe in high school. I 
obtained a Bachelors and Masters degrees in orchestral music performance at McGill 
University, and worked professionally as an orchestral musician and teacher for roughly five 
years. 
  
2) Can you please describe the ways in which you personally are currently involved in or are 
a supporter of the arts and culture in our community?  

Sadly, my involvement in the arts in Scugog has been limited to being a spectator or 
audience member. Having two children three and under and working full-time has limited my 
ability to actively participate in cultural development.  
  
With that said, I am slowly teaching my three year old to play the piano and am putting her 
into ballet. 
  
3) What, if any, future involvement are you interested in?  
  
I think Port Perry has a tremendous potential to hold a concert series, particularly chamber 
music. I think the yearly Tafelmusik concert is a great start, and perhaps can be built on to 
develop a chamber music or baroque music festival. 
  
With a concentration of potential concert venues downtown like churches, Town Hall and 
alternative like the Old Flame and Port Social, I think we could build a music festival here 
that could attract tourism. 
  
Tell us what you plan to do as a member of Council in the coming term: 
4) How do you see your role on Council being of help to artists, performers, writers, 
musicians and artisans in our community? 
  
As someone with an artistic background, I understand and value the arts. Sadly, some 
believe that the arts should be run like a for-profit businesses and don’t understand the 
value of cultural investment and the economic activity it generates. I’ve witnessed firsthand 
the devastating effects of cuts to the arts by the previous federal government, and am 
concerned with our newly elected government in Ontario. Already, the province has cut its 
funding to El Sistema Toronto which promotes music education to at-risk youth. 
  
I see my role as a member of Council as an advocate and supporter of the arts community 
and aim to facilitate the realization of projects here. I have a vast network of contacts within 
the artistic community at large which can be leveraged to raise awareness and potentially 
funding for projects happening in Scugog. 
  
  



5) How do you see your role on Council being of help to arts organizations such as our 
theatre companies, artist associations and tours, writing clubs and the Scugog Council for 
the Arts? 
  
I see myself as being a direct line to council for the arts community, and I will do whatever I 
can as a councillor to support our local cultural organizations. 
  
Tell us your vision for arts and culture in Scugog: 
6) Assuming that you think arts and culture are important to the quality of life of our citizens 
and visitors, can you tell us how you think our municipal government might do things 
differently, better or in a special way to support and promote the arts in Scugog? 
  
Aside from owning and managing cultural assets, I am sadly unaware of how our municipal 
government is promoting the arts today. Perhaps this a lack of awareness or marketing, or 
simply the reality. I think we need more art-focused events and cultural projects that could 
become part of Scugog “brand”. 
  
  
7) There is no mention of arts or culture in the Township’s current strategic plan. In the 
department plan for Recreation there is a mention of specific assets such as the Scugog 
Shores Museum, Town Hall 1873 and the Kent Farndale Gallery but nothing about 
supporting arts or culture programming, organizations or any other spaces. Most references 
in the plan are around the historical aspects of culture rather than anything contemporary. 
What vision do you have for our government’s help in the development of an arts 
community?  
  
I think that culture must be part of the Township’s strategic plan, and that culture and 
cultural events are critically important to generate tourism revenue. We have great events in 
Scugog like the chilli cook-off and car shows — I think an art-crawl downtown (like the one 
in Hamilton) would do very well here, and would be an opportunity for local artists to feature 
their work. As mentioned earlier, I also believe a classical music concert series or festival 
would do very well. 
  
  
8) Can you tell us your beliefs about any financial benefits or impact the arts have on our 
community?  
  
It’s widely acknowledged in the industry that every dollar invested in the arts has a positive 
return. Concerts, art shows, theatre, etc. generate business for restaurants, shops, lodging, 
etc. and bringing people to Scugog for a cultural even is a great way to promote our 
township. 
  
  
Tell us your vision for The Mill: 
9) Do you believe that the Mill on our waterfront is important to our cultural heritage and 
should be developed in conjunction with those in our community who have arts and culture 
interests?  
& 10) If so, describe a viable vision: 
  



The Mill has significant heritage value, but  I think everyone agrees that the mill in its current 
state is an aberration and that something must be done.  
  
Couple of ideas for the mill (some which may not be realistic, but one must have an 
imagination): 
  
• A permanent, year-round indoor marketplace which can be expanded in summer 

months to house the farmers market. 
• A mixed-use space which could be used for popup performances, retail, art 

showings 
• A micro-distillery  
• A boutique hotel on upper levels 
• Mixed usage coworking office space and meeting rooms on upper levels 

  
I think the Latcham centre, the pumping station and baseball diamonds are currently 
monopolizing valuable waterfront property. I also think it’s ludicrous that a mega grocery 
store was allowed on prime waterfront property, and furthermore, rather than integrating the 
lake (i.e. windows, boat and snowmobile access), the loading docks and a garbage 
containers are placed towards the waterfront. 
  
As councillor, I will ensure that our waterfront is promoted, valued and I’ll put an end to 
years of poor planning and decision making. Who builds a roundabout to a boat launch… 
 


