



Bobbie Drew - Candidate for Mayor 


Tell us your personal interests:

1) How have the arts been a part of your life? 


Performing arts has been a big part of my life for over 25 years, acting, singing and dancing in 
Musical Theatre.  Also behind the scenes producing shows with my whole family involved as 
producers, set design and construction, stage managing. etc.   I have been involved with the 
SCA since its beginning.    The visual arts displayed in my home give me great peace and 
enjoyment.   I also tend to purchase fine craft as gifts for my family and friends.


2) Can you please describe the ways in which you personally are currently involved in or are a 
supporter of the arts and culture in our community? 


Time does not allow me to be on the stage but I enjoy being a patron from the audience side.   I 
attend most of the visual art openings and if not I visit during the shows at the SCA and the Kent 
Farndale Gallery   Any purchases I have made in the past few years have been at these and other 
local galleries and studios.   I have encouraged and facilitated arts involvement in activities like 
Canada Day.


3) What, if any, future involvement are you interested in? 


My continued support and attendance at the SCA and other local galleries and performances.   


Tell us what you plan to do as a member of Council in the coming term:


4) How do you see your role on Council being of help to artists, performers, writers, musicians and 
artisans in our community? 


 Promoting the Arts Community as a component of the Economic Development Strategy for the 
Township.   Promote the arts community in Township and Region Social Media in co-operation 
with the SCA and other organizations.


5) How do you see your role on Council being of help to arts organizations such as our theatre 
companies, artist associations and tours, writing clubs and the Scugog Council for the Arts?


As above.


Tell us your vision for arts and culture in Scugog:


6) Assuming that you think arts and culture are important to the quality of life of our citizens and 
visitors, can you tell us how you think our municipal government might do things differently, 
better or in a special way to support and promote the arts in Scugog? 


Fostering an awareness in our community and visitors using all communications vehicles to 
promote what we have to offer in the way of arts and culture appreciations and participation.


7) There is no mention of arts or culture in the Township’s current strategic plan. In the department 
plan for Recreation there is a mention of specific assets such as the Scugog Shores Museum, 



Town Hall 1873 and the Kent Farndale Gallery but nothing about supporting arts or culture 
programming, organizations or any other spaces. Most references in the plan are around the 
historical aspects of culture rather than anything contemporary. What vision do you have for our 
government’s help in the development of an arts community? 


Good point!   As we develop our new Strategic Plan early in the next term I will ensure it is up for 
discussion and inclusion.  Our community is known as an Arts Community and we should 
highlight and support that for the Economic Development in Scugog.


8) Can you tell us your beliefs about any financial benefits or impact the arts have on our 
community?  


Some of the more thriving communities are known for their culture of the Arts ie: Niagara on the 
Lake and Stratford.   Add that to our unique community that also boasts a lake and a historic 
downtown - a recipe for success.


Tell us your vision for The Mill:


9) Do you believe that the Mill on our waterfront is important to our cultural heritage and should 
be developed in conjunction with those in our community who have arts and culture interests? 


In my opinion the investor in the  Mill should be selected with great care and should be chosen 
based on what uses they plan that will be successful in achieving benefits to our economy and 
support our heritage and culture.  We have a unique opportunity to develop the (reportedly) 
oldest mill in the country which provides endless opportunities including promoting our 
community's art culture and our heritage.


10) If so, describe a viable vision:


There is an opportunity for part of the Mill to be a form of a gallery and/or meeting space for 
entertainment and local small gatherings.   This area could also showcase the historical aspects 
of the Mill providing a nice ambiance for a such a gallery or meeting space.



