
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Hello Candidate,  Reply from John Debono, Candidate Councilor Ward 1 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Members of the Scugog Council for the Arts we’d like 
to ask you ten questions about your views and positions on arts and culture in our community. 
We wish to share all of your views publicly so that all voters can make better informed 
decisions in the upcoming elections.  
First, we’d like to fill you in on the purpose of the Scugog Council for the Arts, which was 
established in 2005, and is a registered charitable organization.  
 
Our Beliefs: 
The arts are a societal cornerstone that bring people together and build community. Arts and culture 
have a direct impact on the health, welfare, and economic well being of all people and their 
communities. 

 
Who We Serve: 
We serve our entire community and visitors to Scugog. This includes artists of all ages, whether they 
identify as professional or recreational artists. We also serve any people who appreciate, participate, 
support, purchase or encourage any level of arts activity in our community. Our organization seeks to 
provide benefits to businesses and our community as a whole, as we contribute to our culture. 
 
Vision:  Our Community’s Creative Hub: Awakening. Inspiring. Connecting  
 
Mission (Purpose): 

To the artists, residents of and visitors to our township, the Scugog Council for the Arts is the integral 
leadership organization engaging people, organizations and government with resources and 
opportunities, serving to enrich our lives through the arts, fulfill our artistic and creative potential, and 
contribute to economic development and cultural tourism. We will strive to maximize our contributions to 
the vibrancy and quality of life in our community, as we support art for arts sake.  
Please type in your answers and return this document by email prior to end of day on 
Tuesday September 4.  
 
 
Tell us your personal interests: 
1) How have the arts been a part of your life? 
My mother is an artist, amateur and semi-professional at times. Water colour, acrylic, oils… 
She took many lessons at Cedar Ridge, an arts and community centre in Scarboro which while 
i was growing up, found myself at on many occasions. Lead to some wood carving lessons 
which one of my brothers also took up again at Cedar Ridge. 



 

 

 
 
2) Can you please describe the ways in which you personally are currently involved in or are a 
supporter of the arts and culture in our community?  
 
I currently take voice lessons (singing lessons) and sing in a choir. My wife refinishes furniture 
and has been know to make some wood creations, and we occasionally attend theatre, local 
and in Toronto and our home is decorated with quite a bit of art. 
 
  
3) What, if any, future involvement are you interested in?  
Continue with singing lessons, perhaps get up enough courage to perform in front of an 
audience. 
 
Tell us what you plan to do as a member of Council in the coming term: 
4) How do you see your role on Council being of help to artists, performers, writers, musicians 
and artisans in our community? 
 
Help facilitate events, and bring attention to the artists, art lessons, and arts community within 
and beyond Scugog to attract both support for our local arts and visits (tourism) to Scugog. 
 
 
5) How do you see your role on Council being of help to arts organizations such as our theatre 
companies, artist associations and tours, writing clubs and the Scugog Council for the Arts? 
 
Be open to their needs, ideas and challenges and help wherever possible within the means 
available to me as a councilor and a municipality. Seek assistance from the province and 
regional arts councils where applicable. 
 
 
Tell us your vision for arts and culture in Scugog: 
6) Assuming that you think arts and culture are important to the quality of life of our citizens 
and visitors, can you tell us how you think our municipal government might do things 
differently, better or in a special way to support and promote the arts in Scugog? 
 
I would defer to the arts councils experience and opinion on this matter and take this under 
advisement going forward. i.e. Who better to have a vision backed by wisdom and experience 
than the arts community? 
 
 
7) There is no mention of arts or culture in the Township’s current strategic plan. In the 
department plan for Recreation there is a mention of specific assets such as the Scugog 
Shores Museum, Town Hall 1873 and the Kent Farndale Gallery but nothing about supporting 
arts or culture programming, organizations or any other spaces. Most references in the plan 
are around the historical aspects of culture rather than anything contemporary. What vision do 
you have for our government’s help in the development of an arts community?  



 

 

 
Foster a sustainable arts community. 
 
8) Can you tell us your beliefs about any financial benefits or impact the arts have on our 
community?  
 
A vibrant arts community with unique talents, events and attractions can be an additional draw 
for visitors to Scugog. 
 
 
Tell us your vision for The Mill: 
9) Do you believe that the Mill on our waterfront is important to our cultural heritage and should 
be developed in conjunction with those in our community who have arts and culture interests?  
 
This matter requires further consultation with numerous stakeholders before the “best” vision 
can be formed for The Mill.  The Mills historical significance is not lost on me, however opinions 
are diverse and resources are not unlimited. 
 
10) If so, describe a viable vision: 
 
 
 
 
Thank-you, 
 
Robin Bonkowski 
Arts Administrator  

robin@scugogsrts.ca  
 
 


