



Jennifer Back - Candidate for Councillor Ward 5 


Tell us your personal interests:


1) How have the arts been a part of your life? 


The Arts have been a part of my life for all of my life.  As a child I always enjoyed drawing, painting as 
well as singing and dancing.  My Grandfather was an artist, always eager to try his hand at a new realm, 
be it with various painting techniques (Oil, Water Colours, Acrylics), Wood Carving and Sculpting, 
Photography and more.  As a child it was always exciting to see what my Grandfather was up to in his 
studio on my weekly visits.  As a teenager, I was actively involved in Dramatic Arts.  It was one of my 
favourite subjects, as I excelled on stage, be it with improv or more structured plays.  I thrived in this 
arena so much that I seriously considered studying Fine Arts at University and pursuing an acting 
career.  I also studied Drafting and Architecture as well as Fashion Arts in High School, again, taking 
serious consideration to these two career options.  I am highly creative so I knew my career would end 
up somewhere in the Arts.  As it stands, I have a Bachelor Of Commerce Degree, with Honours in 
Marketing.  I am the Marketing Director at my family business, so I am constantly creating Advertisement 
and Branding for our products as well as Product Development, creating new and delicious baked 
goods for our customers...so in essence, I to this day live and breathe creativity.


2) Can you please describe the ways in which you personally are currently involved in or are a 
supporter of the arts and culture in our community? 


As a Councillor, I have always supported the Scugog Council for the Arts when deputations were made 
as well as requests to maintain the current subsidized rent structure in unit G1.  It is important to have a 
downtown store presence so the public can visit and see various Art displays, as well as purchase items 
that they may not have had the opportunity to have seen.  It is a great way for our newer local artists to 
showcase their work in an affordable and professional manner.  As a resident, I frequent the Studio Tours 
to visit as many of the different local artist in their creative environment.  I have also purchased several 
items at these Studio Tours, be it Photographs, Prints as well as Pottery.

I have also had the opportunity to attend so many of our local theatre productions at Town Hall 1873.  
Again, the depth of local talent always amazes me.

  My daughter is very creative.  She has been learning Piano for 5 years and enjoys playing Piano so 
much so that I never have to remind her to practice, she willingly plays and loves to write her own 
music.  She has a beautiful singing voice as well, which in time I would like her to explore a bit more.  In 
addition to those activities, my daughter has taken multiple Art Camp sessions at Meta4 as well as Art 
Classes taught by a local artist in her home.  I am always amazed at the incredible artwork that my 
daughter produces at these lessons.  My daughter also studied Dance for many years and it was always 
a Joy to watch her and her classmates perform the NutCracker at Town Hall 1873.

Scugog has so many artist in so many forms, this is one of the reasons I believe this township is a great 
place to live as it is so creative and the options to learn and explore any new form of Art is right at our 
fingertips. 


3) What, if any, future involvement are you interested in? 


I would love to get back on the stage.  I love attending our local productions and part of me just wants to 
get up there and join in.  




Tell us what you plan to do as a member of Council in the coming term:


4) How do you see your role on Council being of help to artists, performers, writers, musicians and 
artisans in our community? 


If Re-Elected, I would continue my support of the Scugog Council for the Arts in maintain their presence 
in the downtown area.  I would also like to see a collaboration perhaps with the BIA in organizing a new 
Arts event during the Summer.  Local Artist could benefit from the increase in foot traffic from summer 
tourist, eager to learn about the area, as well as to purchase artwork that is featuring Scugog's charm.  I 
am very excited about the collaboration of Township Recreation Programs and Summer Camps with 
Theatre on the Ridge. Introducing children to the world of Dramatic Arts teaches them so many 
important life skills, like confidence, creativity as well as public speaking.  I look forward to more 
programs to be added from Theatre on the Ridge.


5) How do you see your role on Council being of help to arts organizations such as our theatre 
companies, artist associations and tours, writing clubs and the Scugog Council for the Arts?


By attending Theatre productions and Studio Tours,  inviting friends to attend as well not to 
mention writing reviews on social media, are all effective ways that a Councillor can help local 
initiatives.  


Tell us your vision for arts and culture in Scugog:


6) Assuming that you think arts and culture are important to the quality of life of our citizens and 
visitors, can you tell us how you think our municipal government might do things differently, 
better or in a special way to support and promote the arts in Scugog? 


I think our Municipal Government already does a great job in promoting the Arts in Scugog.  By 
providing a retail unit at a subsidized rental rate, supporting any initiative that comes before 
Council via a deputation.  What could improve is having the various Artistic associations and 
groups to feel that they can come to Council, inform us of upcoming events, as well as to 
request Council support, be it in forms of letters of support for Grant applications, attendance at 
events, funding initiatives via our own Grant programs, promoting events sponsored by the 
Scugog Council for the Arts on the Township Website and Social Media.  If there areas as to 
where you think Council can improve, it would be very helpful to also let us know what you 
would like from us.


7) There is no mention of arts or culture in the Township’s current strategic plan. In the department 
plan for Recreation there is a mention of specific assets such as the Scugog Shores Museum, 
Town Hall 1873 and the Kent Farndale Gallery but nothing about supporting arts or culture 
programming, organizations or any other spaces. Most references in the plan are around the 
historical aspects of culture rather than anything contemporary. What vision do you have for our 
government’s help in the development of an arts community? 


I believe that in order to have a more active Council/ Scugog Council for the Arts relationship, it would 
be very important to involve all Council members to attend meetings.  Keeping our Arts Committee 
would be a great step in keeping Council members involved in all the upcoming events as well as what 
support the members would like to see from us.  It would be beneficial to rotate the Council members on 
that committee so that each member of Council becomes familiar with the challenges the Arts 
community faces and can be proactive in helping to solve some of the issues as well as to get to know 
the members of the various associations.  We all do better when we know better.




8) Can you tell us your beliefs about any financial benefits or impact the arts have on our 
community?  


Just from Tourism alone, the Arts impact our local community in so many positive ways.  Be it tourist (or 
even local residents) attending a play at Town Hall 1873.  Those attendees will no doubt come earlier, 
shop in our downtown stores, dine in our local restaurants, take pictures of our  lovely waterfront and 
promote Port Perry and Scugog alike to their friends and family.  It never fails to amaze me, when I tell 
people where I live, they always say, I love Port Perry, the downtown is so beautiful and full of life, there 
always something happening there. The yearly Studio Tours attract so many tourist as well, bringing 
money into our local economy.  Art is everywhere you look, be it in the fashion in the stores (especially 
our local stores that custom make their own jewellery, clothing, woodsigns and décor and even our local 
butcher that makes amazing delicious creations in his store).


Tell us your vision for The Mill:


9) Do you believe that the Mill on our waterfront is important to our cultural heritage and should 
be developed in conjunction with those in our community who have arts and culture interests? 


10) If so, describe a viable vision:


My vision for the Mill....oh where do I begin?!!  

As a member of the Heritage Committee, I strongly support the Mill and understand its heritage 
importance to our Township as well as our Country, that is why I supported it being designated under 
part 4 & 5 under the Heritage Act. Not only is the Mill the Oldest of its kind in Canada it is the second 
oldest in all of North America.  We can not simply erase our past and dispose of items that some feel are 
old and past its usefulness.  The Mill actually was the catalyst of the formation of Port Perry.  Prior to the 
Mill being constructed, Prince Albert was the main downtown business district.  With the construction of 
the Mill came other businesses that turned Queen Street into the prosperous area of commerce back in 
the 1870's as well as today.  I see the Mill as a diamond in the rough.  I want to see it properly restored 
to its original greatness, when it is , it will no doubt be the jewel in the downtown area.  I would like to 
see it become our point of difference to every other cookie cutter community.  The reason why people 
will hop into their cars and drive an hour to visit the our Town where they can eat, shop, dine, experience 
live theatre and tour a Mill that very few people get a chance to today.  I want to ensure that the Mill 
remains public, and as such, it would be a fantastic space to showcase our local artist.  The main part of 
the Mill can host Art Shows, in a rustic unique setting, another key location to attract foot traffic, even 
more so than the current location of the Scugog Council for the Arts.  



